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At a glance 

10th Klassik OpenAir at Grunewald Hunting Lodge (Jagdschloss Grunewald) 

Whitsun - Saturday, 27 May | Whit Sunday, 28 May | Whit Monday, 29 May 2023 

 

Mozart - Swan Song 

Mozart's last three symphonies open air 

 

Programme  

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 

Symphony No. 39 in E flat major KV 543 

Symphony No. 40 in G minor KV 550 

Symphony No. 41 in C major KV 551 “Jupiter Symphony” 

 

Participating 

Orpheus Ensemble Berlin  

Stefan Meinecke - Conductor 

 

With the kind support of the Kulturradio RBB as media partner. 

In cooperation with the Prussian Palaces and Gardens Foundation Berlin-Brandenburg (Stiftung 

Preußische Schlösser und Gärten Berlin-Brandenburg) 

 

Event schedule 

- Admission and catering from 18:00 

- Visit to the palace with Cranach exhibition included until 6:45 p.m.  

- Concert starts at 19:00  

- End of concert around 9:45 p.m. 

- two 30-minute breaks with catering 

 

Venue | Jagdschloss Grunewald, Hüttenweg 100 (at Grunewaldsee), 14193 Berlin 

 

Admission and ticket sales 

29,50 € | reduced 15,50 € | children up to 6 y. 10 €  

reduced admission for pupils, students, severely disabled persons, Berlinpass holders 

 

free choice of seats | 500 seats per evening 

 

Tickets under: T 030 4799 7474 or www.openair-grunewald.de   

and at all theatre box offices plus advance booking fee | box office   

 

Organiser 

musikerleben e.V. | Auf dem Grad 3 | 14195 Berlin-Dahlem | T: 030 83 00 91 11  

meissner@openair-grunewald.de | www.openair-grunewald.de 
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Swan Song 

Legend has it that the swan sings a final song before its death and return to the spiritual 

world. The ancient Greeks considered the swan to be a prophetic animal to which Apollo 

had given the gift of prophecy. Foreseeing his own death, he sings of the beauty of the 

heavens.  

Mozart wrote his last three symphonies in the summer of 1788 in the inconceivably short 

time of only two months in the most bitter need. They were not commissioned 

compositions and were probably composed entirely for their own sake. He was tormented 

by financial worries, and an estrangement had developed between Mozart and the 

Viennese public. In letters to his Masonic brothers, he speaks of "heavy thoughts" that 

clouded his mind. He probably never got to hear these symphonies, they were only 

performed in public after his death.  

It is rare to experience all three symphonies in one evening. The idea of a cycle does not 

seem absurd to Nicolaus Harnoncourt. He sees the sequence of the three symphonies as 

a logically compulsive and thus unified opus. 

Alfred Einstein (musicologist) also discovered something Masonic in the unity of the three 

symphonies: Mozart's path leads through the night of the dark rite into the realm of 

genuine brotherhood and humanity. A fine line separating hope and consolation from pain 

and despair - personal and supra-personal at the same time. 

The Orpheus Ensemble Berlin, with 40 musicians from Berlin's cultural avant-garde, will 

bring these three symphonies to life in context, conducted by Stefan Meinecke. A swan 

song the likes of which cannot be imagined. 

The Klassik OpenAir concerts will take place for the tenth time this year (after a long 

break), the Klassik OpenAir concerts will take place outdoors in front of a magnificent, 

illuminated castle backdrop in close connection with nature.  

 

Beauty would save the world  (F. Dostoevsky) 
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